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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 

1. (Currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid transcription promoter molecule having 
transcriptional promoter activity and at least 95 percent sequence identity wh e r e in th e nucl e ic acid 
s e qu e nc e of th e promot e r molecul e hybridiz e s to the nucleic acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 
from the thymidine at position 1 to the cytosine at position 2240 in a South e rn hybridization r e action 
p e rform e d und e r string e nt conditions, and wh e r e in the promoter e xhibits on e or more functional 
charact e ristic sel e ct e d from th e group consisting of: 

(a) th e promot e r dir e cts transcription of a s e cond nucl e ic acid mol e cul e , op e rably linlc e d 

downstr e am of th e promot e r molecul e , in HO 1 melanoma c e lls and th e l e v e l of transcription of th e 
s e cond nucl e ic acid mol e cule incr e as e s when the HO 1 c e lls ar e e xpos e d to int e rferon p and 
m e zer e in at conc e ntrations e ffectiv e to induc e diff e r e ntiation of th e HO 1 c e lls and for a p e riod of 
time e ff e ctiv e in inducing diff e r e ntiation of th e HO 1 c e lls; and 

(b) th e promot e r directs transcription of a s e cond nucl e ic acid molecule, op e rably linlc e d 

downstr e am of th e promot e r mol e cul e , in M e Wo m e lanoma c e lls and th e lev e l of transcription of 
th e s e cond nucl e ic acid mol e cul e incr e as e s wh e n th e M e Wo c e lls ar e e xpos e d to int e rf e ron p and 
mez e r e in at concentrations e ff e ctiv e to induc e differentiation of th e MoWO c e lls and for a p e riod 
of time e ffectiv e in inducing diff e r e ntiation of th e M e Wo c e lls . 

2. (Previously presented) An isolated nucleic acid transcription promoter molecule which 
comprises the nucleotide sequence shown in SEQ ID N0:1 from the thymidine at position 1 to the 
cytosine at position 2240. 

3. (Previously presented) A recombinant expression construct effective in directing the 
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transcription of a selected coding sequence which comprises: 

(a) a promoter molecule according to claim 1 or claim 2; and 

(b) a coding sequence operably hnked downstream to the promoter molecule, wherein 
the promoter is heterologous to the coding sequence. 

4. (Previously presented) The recombinant expression construct of claim 3, wherein the 
promoter molecule is a human Mda-1 promoter. 

5. (Currently amended) The recombinant expression construct of claim 3, wherein the promoter 
comprises the nucleotide sequence shown in SEQ ED N0:1 from the thymidine (T) at position 1 to 
the cytosine (C) at position 0 2240 . 

6. (Original) The recombinant expression construct of claim 3, wherein the coding sequence 
encodes a tumor suppressor polypeptide. 

7. (Currently amended) The recombinant expression construct of claim 6, wherein the tumor 
suppressor polypeptide is selected from the group consisting of p21, retinoblastoma protein or p53. 

8. (Previously presented) An isolated host cell comprising the recombinant expression construct 
of claim 3. 

9. (Previously presented) The isolated host cell of claim 8, wherein the host cell is stably 
transformed with the recombinant expression construct of claim 3. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 



NY02:467485.1 



5 



A34611 (070050.1685) 
PATENT 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently amended) A method for expressing foreign DNA in an isolated host cell 
comprising introducing into the host cell a gene transfer vector comprising an isolated nucleic acid 
transcription promoter molecule having transcriptional promoter activity and at least 95 percent 
sequence identity wh e r e in th e nucl e ic acid s e qu e nc e of th e promot e r mol e cul e hyhridiz e r , to the 
nucleic acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID N0:1 from the thymidine at position 1 to the cytosine at 
position 2240 in a South e rn hybridization r e action performed under string e nt conditions, and 
wh e r e in th e promot e r e xhibits on e or mor e functional charact e ristic sel e cted from the group 
consisting of: (a) the promot e r dir e cts transcription of a s e cond nucl e ic acid mol e cul e , op e rably 
linlc e d downstr e am of th e promot e r molecul e , in HO 1 m e lanoma c e lls and th e l e v e l of transcription 
of th e second nucl e ic acid mol e cul e incr e as e s wh e n th e HO 1 c e lls ar e e xpos e d to int e rf e ron p and 
m e z e r e in at conc e ntrations e ff e ctiv e to induc e differ e ntiation of th e HO 1 c e lls and for a period of 
tim e e ff e ctiv e in inducing diff e r e ntiation of th e HO 1 c e lls; — and (b) th e promoter dir e cts 
transcription of a s e cond nucl e ic acid mol e cul e , operably linlced downstream of the promot e r 
molecul e , in M e Wo m e lanoma c e lls and th e l e v e l of transcription of th e s e cond nucl e ic acid 
mol e cul e incr e as e s wh e n th e Mo Wo cells ar e e xposed to int e rf e ron p and m e z e r e in at conc e ntrations 
e ffectiv e to induc e diff e r e ntiation of th e MeWO c e lls and for a period of tim e eff e ctiv e in inducing 
diff e r e ntiation of th e M e Wo cells , wherein the promoter is operably linked to a foreign DNA 
molecule such that the foreign DNA molecule is downstream of the promoter, so that the foreign 
DNA is transcribed and expressed in the host cell. 

15. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the nucleic acid sequence of the 
promoter is identical to the sequence from position 1 to position 2240 of SEQ ID N0:1. 
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16. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the nucleic acid sequence of the 
promoter is as set forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 . 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the gene transfer vector encodes and expresses 
a reporter molecule. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the reporter molecule is selected from the group 
consisting of beta-galactosidase, luciferase and chloramphenicol acetyltransferase. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the introducing is carried out by a 
means selected from the group consisting of adenovirus infection, liposome-mediated gene transfer, 
and microinjection. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 
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